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i COR XL 1. 


Be ye followers of me, even as I alſo 
am of Chriſt. 


ters, where St. Paul repreſents to the 
rinthians, that he had conform'd himſelf 
to the ſeveral Diſpoſitions of thoſe Perſons he Cons 
verſed with, and as much as was Lawful had com- 
B = plyd 


HESE Words have a manifeſt Connexion 
with the laſt Verſe of the foregoing Cha 
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ply'd with their Infirmities; by ſo doing not expect- 
ing any Profit or Advantage to himſelf, but that he 
might the better promote the great End of his Mi- 
niltry, the Salvation of Mens Souls ; that by engag- 
ing their Aﬀettions, he might the better influence 
their Actions, and diſpoſe them to receive the Do- 
Arines of the Goſpel, and as it were allure them into 
their own Happineſs. Ever 4s I pleaſe all men in all 
things, not ſeeking my own, profit, but the profit of many 
that they may be ſaved. In this Verſe of my Text he 
exhorts them to follow his Example in this par- 
ticular, aſſuring 'em, that herein he had done no 
more than Chriſt himſelf had done before him. Be 
ye followers of me, even as I alſo am of _ By 
which Words he plainly mtimates, That tho' the 
good Attions of him and other Holy Perſons be ſet 
forth for our Examples, and are of great uſe to us 
in the ordering of our Lives, yet are they not to 
be followed without ſome Caution, nor to be fur- 
ther Imitated, than as they are found conformable 
to the Practice of Chriſt, whoſe Life alone is the 
Standard and perfe& Pattern whereby we are to 
Square our. Aﬀtions-and Performances. This being 
the plain ſenſe of the Words, I ſhall enlarge upon 
them, by inſiſting upon theſe Particulars. 


L.' I ſball endeavony to fhew you how far the Lives and 
Atﬀions of Good Men are 'to-'mfinence us, and 
(by way of Corollary) with what Cantions they 
are to be Imitated. 


IL, That 
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Il. That the Life and Imitable Ations of our 
Bleſſed Saviour are the only Perfe Standard 
of our Pradice. 


Il. 1 fall offer ſome Conſiderations which 
may induce ws to follow his Good Exan- 
ple. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you how far the 
Lives and Actions of Good Men are to influence 
us, and with what Caution they are to be Imi- 
tated. 


As God has Created the Sun and Stars to give 
us Light and Influence in our worldly Afr, 
ſo he has given us his only Son, as the Great 
Luminary, and his Holy Saints as lefler Lights to 
dire& us in our Courſe towards Heaven. Whilſt 
we have the Light ef the Sun to guide us, the 
Stars and lefler Planets are wholly invifible and 
of little uſe to us ; but chiefly ſerve us 'in times 
of Darkneſs and in the abſence of the Sun : $0 
the Lives of Good Men are propoſed to our Imi- 
tation chiefly in thoſe particular Inſtances of our 
Duty, wherein Chriſt the Son'of Righteouſneſs 
has not thought fit to dire& us by his Perſonal 
Example. ' It was not confiſtent with the great 
End of Chriſt's coming into the World that he 
ſhould be our Pattern in every particular, as 
{mpeccability, Spiritual Sovereignty, and the 
like. He was to be an Immaculate Lamb withr 
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out ſpot or blemiſh, and being guilty of no Sin, 
he ſtood in no need of any Kepentance, and 
therefore cou'd not in his own Perſon be an Ex- 
ample of that Duty to us. There are Ten thou- 
ſand ſeveral Conditions in the World very dit- 
ferent from one another, and he came not to 
Perſonate every Man's worldly State, but he came 
to take upon him Univerſal Human Nature, and 
ſo gave general Examples and Patterns of Life 
to the whole Race of Mankind, but in many 
particular Caſes we are left deſtitute of his Ex- 
ample z we muſt therefore have recourſe to the 
Examples of the Holieſt and Wiſeſt of Men. So 
that the Lives of Pious Men are like the leſſer 
Stars to ſupply the abſence of the Sun, to guide 
and dire our PraCtice in thoſe particular Cir- 
cumſtances in which we have not Chriſt's parti- 
cular Example. Beſides, the Examples of Holy 
Men are beneficial to us in thoſe very: Caſes 
wherein Chriſt himſelf has been our Pattern ; 
not only as they enforce the Example of. their 
Saviour- by ſhewing us how capable Human Na- 
ture, with Divine Aſſiſtance, is of following the 
Great Exemplar, but likewiſe becauſe we are apt 
to. be dazled and diſcouraged with the ſtupendi- 
ous Pattern of our Saviour, we are wont to 
think his Performances rather worthy to be 
Admired than fit to be Imitated, and to imagine, 
that *'tis impoſhble for us to run that Race 
which he has ſet before us, clogg'd with all 
the Incumbrances and Impediments of Fleſh and 


Blood ; but when we ſee Men made of the ſame 
vo Form 
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Form with our ſelves, ſubject'to the ſame Paſ- 
fions and Aﬀections that we are, tempted by the 
ſame Sins and Infirmities whicti we complain of z 
I ſay, when we ſee ſuch Men follow thoſe Steps 
which Chriſt had trod before them, this Con- 
ſideration upbraids our Sloth, erects our Hopes, 
and gives Life to our Endeavours. Thus far 
therefore the Examples of - Good Men are-of 
great uſe, viz. to influence and. direct ' us in 
thoſe Duties and Circumſtances where the parti- 
cular Example of our Saviour is wanting, and 
to encourage and hearten us even in thoſe where- 
in he in his. own Perſon has. been- our Preli- 
dent. 


But tho' their Examples be of ſo great Advan- 
tage, yet their Lives are never proposd as a 
pronuſcuous Imitation ; for at the ſame time 
that we are exhorted to follow their Examples, 
we are directed to do- it with Prudence and 
CircumſpeCtion : Be ye- followers of me, even as 
1 alſo am of Chriſt. And this leads me to the Caus- 
tion, which 1s -given us for ' very great and 
weighty Reaſons; for tho' in: thefe latter Times 
of the World that the Holy Scriptures appear 
more clear” and perſpicuous than- they 4d in 
thoſe Ages immediately ſucceeding the Firſt and 
part of the Second -Century,” famous in Eccleſia- 
{tical Hiſtory for ſo many Thouſands 'of Saint- 
like Men; Ifay, more clear and perſpicuous now: - 
at this time, we being Illuminated not only 
with all . the Ancient Lights, -. but with: all the 

Mo- 
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Modern too ; for the Spirit of God doubtleſs 
throughout all Ages has added Knowledge to 
his Holy Church, as well as adminiſter'd Comfort : 
. Nevertheleſs in theſe Modern, as well as the al- 
moſt Primitive Times, we find that ſome by 
pretending to imitate the Pattern of their Bleſſed 
Saviour, and others by pretending to imitate 
the Examples of Holy, Auſtere, Aſcectic Men, 
have fallen from one degree of Enthuſiaſm unto 
another, and miſtaking their Patterns, have not 
only promoted the DoCctrine of Men, and et 
up Will-Worſhip, but fallen into divers great 
and dangerous Hereſies. Now thoſe Primitive 
Devout Men by reaſon of their good Intention, 
Innocency of Life, Zeal, Selt-denial, and the 
like, were then by the Chriſtians of thoſe Ages, 
who were amaz'd at their Performances, re- 
puted Saints. 


Theſe were the Men that gave themſelves 
up to. Solitarineſs, Celibacy, Poverty, Hard- 
ſhips and all ſorts' of Mortification 5 but it is 
plain that at length they rut out into ſuch Ex- 
travagancies, as ſure no Men that had the Bible 
- in their Hands, and the leaſt Grain of Senſe 
in; their: Heads, cou'd think they did therein 
imitate either Chriſt or his Apoſtles; for” where 
do we read that any of them lived a fallen, 
recaſe, . unprofitable Life 2 Did St. Pau! for 
mericcating the Church undergo Penances, ſu- 
perſttious Pilgrimages, or uſeleſs: Mortificati- 
ons 2 /Now the only :account I can give! how 'any 
of 
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of the Ancient Chriſtians fell into theſe Errors 
was this, They were not content, out of an 
over-boiling Zeal, to follow the Examples of 
the Apoſtles, but to compenſate for the unpro- 
fitableneſs of their Lives, they thought to Preach 
by Example, and being to be Patterns to 0- 
thers, they immediately aim'd at the higheſt 
Pattern of all, and ſetting aſide that of the 
Apoſtles, they were in every thing for imitating 
Chriſt ; becauſe he Faſted Forty Days, they wou'd 
attempt Faſting beyond the ſtrength of Human 
Nature ; becauſe he went into the Wilderneſs 
40 Days and divers other times to Pray, they 
were for rctiring into the wildeſt and moſt 
{olitary Deſerts ; becauſe he profeſt Poverty, Celi- 
bacy, Abſtemiouſneſs and the like, they wou'd do 
{o too; but at laſt fearing that they were wanting 
in ſeveral parts of their Duty, they wou'd com- 
penſate that by over-doing other Parts, till at laſt 
they wou'd out-do ther Saviour's Example 1n 
ſome reſpects, to make amends for their talling 
ſhort of it.in others; becauſe our Saviour Fa- 
ſted 40 Days, they were' for keeping 'Faſts- ſo 
long and often in the Year, that in ſpight of 
all the Perſwaſions of their Phyfttians they | did 
thereby fall into diverſe great Sicknefſes and In- 
firmities, and-ſhorten their miferable Lives ; be- 
cauſe our Saviour was 40' Days and afterwards 
ſeveral Hours apart by himſelf m the Wilderneſs 
and in the Deſert to Pray, they were for never 
living out of a Wilderneſs ; and-many ſach .par- 
ticulars I cou'd -enumerate. Now. 'all' thefe Mi- 
[takes 
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Miſtakes and Errors might have been reCtify'd. only 
by obſerving the Words of my Text, Be ze followers 
of me, even as 1 alſo'am of Chriſt, plainly infer-. 
ring, that ye cannot be followers of Chriſt in all 
reſpegs, for ye can neither do nor ſuffer what 
he did, ye cannot Faſt 40 Days and 40 Nights 
together, ye cannot do the Good that he did, 
ye cannot Pray with- that Abſtractedneſs of Mind, 
therefore Be ze followers of me, he does not ſay, 
be ye followers of Chriſt, as I atſo -am one; but 
he ſays, - Be. ye followers of me in every - thing 
wherein I follow Chriſt; and-it is plain the 
Apoſtle followed Chriſt. as much as any Holy 
and Reaſonable Man ſhow'd deſire to do ; but he 
reſtrains . the Chriſtians, as if like a Prophet 
he had foreſeen the .Extravagancies After-ages 
wou'd . run- into, and Exhorts them to follow 
him as their Guide, better knowing the Exam- 
ple of Chriſt, and how far he intended it for 
our Imitation than we without his direCtions 


cou'd poſſibly do. 


So that. the Word-of Caution -is this, When- 
ever we ſet any Holy Man, or any particulars of 
his Life for ' our Example in order to imitate 
'em, we muſt look back into - the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Men. who above all others in the World 
underſtood the juſteſt Meaſures concerning the 
Imitation of Chriſt; for to pretend to follow 
the immediate Example of our Bleſſed Lord is 
as preſumptuous as to fix our Eyes upon the 
Meridian Sun; but we may ſafely pattern at- 
ter 
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ter him thro' a Medium of his own ordaining, 
and follow his: Example much more ſafely con- 
ducted by the Hand of an Apoſtle, than'to be- 
take ouriclves to paſs alone thro' all the ſtrait and 
narrow Way. 


And now having done with the Firſt thing I 
propos, I proceed to the Second, viz. To ſew 
that the Life and Imitable Ations of our Bleſ- 
{cd Saviour are the only perfect Stahdard of our 
Practice. For tho' an Apoſtle be the propereſt 
Director to Teach us how to draw after the Great 
Original, yet an Apoſtle himſelf 1s neither to be 
onr Example or Guide further than as he follows 
Chriſt, Chriſt is the only Pattern, nor can there 
be any other but what is juſtly copied from 
himy not becauſe he was indeed the moſt Exact, 
Noble, Perfect and Sublime in every Reſpect that 
ever appear'd in the World, but rather, be- 
cauſe the whole buſineſs of our Salvation not 
only Conditionally, but likewiſe Neceflarily and 
EffeCtually depends upon the conformity and 
ſimilitude of our Life in ſome degree to that of 
our Saviour's; for the State of Salvation 1s no 
other than being a Member of his Body, io 
that we as Members and he the Head, we muſt 
in a ſubordinate degree be of the ſame Temper, 
Complexion, Conſtitution and Diſpoſition as 
Chriſt the Head is of; if we are Meck and Hum- 
ble, Temperate and Chaſt, Beneficent and Cha- 
ritable and the like, why then ſo far we are 
Aſtimilated to Chriſt, fo _ capable of an Union 

with 
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with him, ſo far rightly diſpoſed and fit to enter 
into the Fellowſhip of Saints, to be united to the 
other Similar Members, and altogether in Chriſt. 
Therefore in taking upon him Human Nature, 
he Taught us how we might here on Earth live 
an Heavenly Life, and ſo in this Probationary 
State become fit to be made Partakers of the In- 
heritance of the Saints z and quite different was 
the Holy Pattern from the Form and manner of 
this World, that's the reaſon Alaſs! why the 
Men of this World find it fo hard and dift- 
cult to make a ſtep towards it; for whoever 
ſhall look into the Life of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our will ſee the Proſpect of another Region, ſo 
differing from, and fo independent on the World, 
that the quay into the Imitation of it, wou'd 
be taking Poſſeſſion. of a new Paradiſe. Evok 
into his Life and ſee how he has aſſum'd Hu- 
man Nature to the Godhead, fo has he Taught 
Human Creatures to hve God-ltke Lives, and 
put Sublime and Heavenly Things within the 
reach of our Capacities; not interdicting at the 
fame time the innocent Enjoyments of this Life, 
or withdrawing himſelf from the harmleſs Cu- 
ſtoms of the World. 


Thus I have ſhewn, That as the Life and imi- 
table Adtions of our Bleſſed Saviour are the on- 
ly Perfect Standard of our Pradtice, which was 
the Second thing I undertook to ſpeak of, fo 
the eafineſs and pleaſurableneſs of following 


bis Holy Example is a fweet-and comfortable 
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Conſolation to every one that undertakes the 
Holy Work. 


I proceed therefore in the 


Third place to offer ſome Conſiderations whicl 
may induce us to imitate this Good Example 
which Conſiderations may be deduc'd 


1. From the Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


of Almighty God in propoſing to us ſo Great 
and ſo Good an Example. 


2. From the wonderful Kindneſs of our Sa- 
viour in condeſcending to be that Example. 


3. From the Nature and End of the Example 
itſelf, 


4. From the Afſiſtances which are afforded us 
while we endeavour to follow it. And 


Laftly, From the Glorious Reward which is 
conſequent to it. 


Firſt, The Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Almighty God in propoſing to us ſo Great and 
fo Good an Example, ſhou'd be a powerful In- 
ducement for us to follow it. For God knew 
how prone the Nature of Man was to a ready 
Imitatton, how his Life is more influenc'd by 
Example than by — and how blindly he 1$ 
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apt to follow the worſt of Preſidents, and con- 
ſequently how beneficial it might be to ſet before 
him the beſt. Had God enjoin'd us to Practiſe 
his Commands and live according to his Precepts 
without propoſing to us an Example for Imita- 
tion, we might indeedhave been convinc'd of the 
Reaſonableneſs and Excellency of the Duty, and 
been ſatisy'd with the Glorious Rewards that wou'd 
follow the Performance of it ; but we ſhou'd have 
been perpetually diſcourag'd to ſet about it; for we 
ſhou'd have been apt to conſider that tho' the En- 
terprize was Brave and Glorious, and the Afliftances 
andArguments to undertakeit great and convincing, 
.yet we ſhouw'd have been dubious and uncertain 
whether the thing were practicable by reaſon of 
the Frailties and Infirmities of our Nature, be- 
cauſe it had been hitherto unexperienc'd and un- 
attempted ; we had been, I ſay, for ever perplex'd 
with Doubts and Diſcouragements had not God 
out of his Infmite Goodneſs graciouſly ſent his 
Son to be our Guide. Shall we then forſake his 
Condu@, and rather continue in darkneſs and in 
the Shadow of. Death, than follow this Great 
Light, which Enlightens the Gertzles, and is the 
Glory of Ifrae! 2 Shall we rather run after the 
blazing and wandring Meteors of the Night, 
which lead us into Pits and Ditches, z. e. ſhall 
we ſo amvitioufly Tranſcribe every modiſh Va- 
nity and Vice, which Satan or the World has 
brought into Faſhion, and ſhall we refuſe to fol- 
low the Holy Jeſus, who leads us to partake of 
all the Happineſs and Glory of his Kingdom ? 

No 
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No certainly : Since the Wife and Good God 
has been ſo Infinitely Good and Gracious unto 
us, as to give us his own Eternal Son to be 
our Guide to conduct us.to Heaven, we ought 
to follow and obey thoſe Excellent Precepts and 
Perfect Directions which he has given us for the 
Regulation of our- Lives in order to fit and pre- 
pare us tor it. 


2. The wonderful Kindneſs of our Saviour in 
condeſcending to be that Example ſhou'd be a 
powerful Inducement for us to imitate hm. 


Since our Blefled Saviour voluntarily ſubjected 
himſelf to all the Troubles of this lower World, 
and underwent a Life of Poverty and Diſgrace, 
fuch a one as wor'd oblige him to exerciſe all 
the Faculties of Human Nature; and at laſt 
gave his Life, and emptied the Channels of his 
Sucred Blood upon the Croſs, and all this to 
engage us to follow his Blefſed Example, and to 
Train us up into a State of Happineſs and Glory, 
in which we might live and reign with him for 
ever. When I conſider this Rare Aﬀection of 
my Saviour and his Stnpendious Love to me (fo 
infinitely unworthy of the leaſt of all his Favours, 
and ſo much beneath his Kindneſs) what Acknow- 
iedgments ſhall my ſcanty Apprehenſions be able 
to make, or what Recompence ſhall my poor 
Ability return 2 When I confider (may every 
Chriſtian ſay) that thou O mF$aviour, the Pro- 
prictor of the Earth, the King of Angels, the 

Empe- 
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God, 'tHat thou ſhou'dſt caſt a Veil of Fleſh and 
Bl6oU over all thy Glories ; that thou ſhou'd(t 
lay aſide thy Crowns and Scepters, ſtep down 
from thy Throne and all the Felicities of thy 
Kingdom, and diſguiſe thy ſelf with the Ap- 
pearance of thy meaneſt Subject, and undertake 
an uneaſy. Journey on purpole to ſearch for and 
to find out me, me a Wretch, who have fo 
long been thine open Enemy, a Rebel to thy 
Dominion, who have ſo often aftronted thee in 
thy Repreſentatives and Ordinances ; who have 
deſpisd thy Ambaſſadors and Miniſters,and reje&ed 
thy Commands and Admonitions; who have {© 
often bid defiance to thy Threats and dar'd thy 
Thunder, and hitherto reje&ed all offers of Re- 
conciliation and Friendſhip with thee ; yet in 
theſe and leſs inviting Circumſtances thou haſt 
vilited me, acquainted me with thy unparallel'd 
Kindneſs and thy gracious Deſign to make me 
Happy; and to demonſtrate thy Sincerity has 
laid before me all this that thou haſt done and 
ſuffer d for my ſake, has offer d thy ſelf a Guide 
to condud& me in the Road to Glory and a Com- 
panion in my Travels towards Heaven ; and at 
my Arrival there has promis'd to Seat me in the 
Manfions of Eternal Bliſs, to preſent me with 
a Diadem, to make me a Collegue in thy Empire, 
and a Partaker of the Pleaſures and Enjoyments 
of God. When I have ſeriouſly confider'd all 
this, if I find notymy Underſtanding convinc'd, 
and my *Aﬀections warm'd, and my Reſolutions 
ſtedfaſt 
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ſtedfaſt to follow thee thro' Difficulties and Dan- 
gers, and even thro' Death it ſelf, then -have 
[ put off the Aﬀectionsof Humanity and am more 


inſenſible than a Brute, and more ſavage than]. 


a Tyger. 


3- The Conſideration of the Nature and 
End of this Great Example ſhou'd be a power- 
tul Inducement for us to follow it. 


The Great End and Deſign of God in the 
whole Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is the Eter- 
nal Happineſs of Man, that Man being Recon- 
ciled to God by the Death of his Son might 
Poſſeſs thoſe Manſions of Happineſs, whichhe 
has prepared for us; but this by” Virtue .of the 
New Covenant requires that in this Life of Pro- 
bation we Temper, and Regulate, and Form 
our Lives, as near as we can poſhbly to the An- 
gelical State, and by that means become Tran(- 
torm'd into another Image, and every Day more 
and more become Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture by cſcaping the Pollutions of the Fleſh : 
But of ourſelves we know nothing of all this, 
or how to make one Step towards this New Life 
of Grace; For the natural man receives not the 
things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. The 
End and Deſign therefore of Chriſt's being our 


Example was to ſhew us what we were to do ity 


order to arrive at this New State of Grace, 40 
ſhew us how to do it, and with what ez{e of 
Mind. 
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Mind, and with how little bodily trouble it 15 to 
be done ;} jf we take along in our Thoughts the 
many repeated Promiſes he has made of afliſting 
us with his Holy Spirit, whereby that which 
ſeems not only.hard but 1mpraCticable to Fleſh and 
Blood becomes eaſy, eligible and full of all the 
moſt Tranſporting Pleaſures by the ſubduing of 
that Fleſh and Blood, and railing up the Soul into 
her own proper Empire: And not only the Spiritual 
but the Natural Part of Man recerves Comfort and 
Advantage by the Imitation of this Holy Pattern, 
not only every private Man but the whole World, 
wherever the Goſpel: takes place, rejoyces in the 
Effeds -of ſuch a Rule of Life. This Example 
will Teach every one to be content in whatever 
Station Providence has placd him, not to dif- 
quiet himſelf with anxious Thoughts, or diſturb 
others by turbulent and unreaſonable Actions ; it 
will oblige him to ſubmit to the Laws of that 
Government under which he lives, and (as far 
as in him lies) to render his Converſation inoffen- 
ſive to all Men; and it will induce him induſtrioufly 
to exerciſe all Functions of Humanity, to which 
either Nature or Religion oblige him. And, as 
the reſult of having done all this, it will af- 
ford him the Pleaſures of a contented Mind, the 
only Happineſs on this fide Heaven, and the ſe- 
rene Reflections of a peaceful Conſcience, the 
{weet Refreſhings of God's Spirit, the ſatisfaction 
of having done his Duty and ated according to 
the Dictates of his Reaſon : It will afford him all 
the Enjoyments of Sobricty and all the ordina- 
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ry means of a Temporal Felicity. But above all, 
it wil inure him to a State of Vertue, .it will 
clevate his Soul and improve his Rational Fa- 
cultics: In a word, it will Train him to a Life 
of Angels, and by degrees fit him for the Con- 
verſation of Immortal Spirits in the World to 
come. 


4. The Aſfiſtances which are afforded to our 
Endeavours ſhou'd be a powerful Inducement 
for us to follow this Example. 


When I confider what good Moral Lives ſome 
ſober Heathens led, when they had but one 
ſingle Principle to encourage them, 212. That 
Vertue was its own Reward, beſides a doubtful 
knowledge of the Soul's Immortality, and ſome 
obſcure Notions of a Future /State ; I ſay, when 
I conſider this, it becomes matter both of Grief 
and Wonder, that the generality of us Chriſti- 
ans ſhou'd come ſo far behind the Sober Hea- 
thens in the Praftice of a Good Life, when our 
Encouragements to a Progreſs in Piety and Ver- 
tae are ſo infinitely beyond theirs. For whilſt 
we are running the Race which our Saviour 
has ſet before us, and ſteering onr Courſe ac- 
cording to the Direftions of Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſty, we have all the Aſſiſtance and Encour- 
agement which can poflibly influence the Pra- 
ctice of a Reaſonable Creature. We are not 
only endu'd with Reaſon and the Light of Na- 
---* as the Heathens were, but our Underſtand- 
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ings are Enlightned and Improv'd by the Ex- 
traordinary Grace. of God, | and the ſweet In- 
ſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt. We, as well as 
they, do not only diſcern” that by the Provi- 
dence of God, .Vertue even in this Life ordi- 
narily becomes a Reward . to the Perſon who 
Pradtiſes it, but we alſo ſee Life and Immorta- 
lity brought to Light thro' the Goſpel, We 
have a clear Revelation of the Immortality of 
our Souls, and. of another Life after this, and 
of our own Condition in another World ;. and 
this Diſcovery of our Future Condition has a 
mighty influence upon our Hopes and Fears, 
the Two great Springs of all our Actions ; for 
while we are: following the Example of our 
Saviour, we are allur'd& to the Race by the Glo- 
rious Promiſes of the.;Gaſpel,, we run with our 
Reward ſet: befone us :anid}. a Crown - in our 
Eyes, and- we. are: prompted forward with the 
Hopes of future. Glory+, ' and are diſcour- 
agd and deterrd:; from: giving - over | onr 
Courſe by -Feats' and; Threats of -pretent Miſery 
and. future -- Vengeance; which Conſiderations do 
mightily Support and Afiſt us in. our Progreſs 
to Heaven. - -But beſides - thefe | Inducements 
which: work - upon our Aﬀedctions, God has in- 
fornrd our Underſtandings with« a perfet Know- 
ledge of our Duty, and has given us the Scri- 
ptures as a Rule to walk by, and has Appoin- 
ted his Miniſters whoſe Buſineſs. it 1s to Explain 
his Word to us, and to-Aﬀiſt and Exhort us 
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in all Religious Performances. And that which 
1s not the leaſt Encouragement to us in our 
Chriſtian Race 15 the Comfort of the Society 
we are in. We have to Guide and go before 
vs all Holy Perſons, who Liv'd fince the Foun- 
dations of the World and are now at reſt in 
Heaven ; all the Prophets and Apoſtles, all the 
Saints and Martyrs who have. lived before us, all 
whole Lives are ſo many great Inducements for 
us to perſevere in a Chriſtian Practice z and 
we have all Good and Pious Chriſtians upon 
Earth to bear us Company, and as occaſion 
ſerves aſſiſt us in our way towards Heaven. 
And laſtly, above all, God has ſent us the Holy 
Ghoſt the Comforter to. guide us into all 
Truth, who by gentle Whiſpers to our $ouls 
never ceaſes to excite us to Our 'Duty; iand by 
his Grace enables us to perform it, ' and 'encour- 
ages us in doing it, and by his ſweet Refreſh- 
ment to our Souls Rewards us in fome- meaſure 
"when we. have. done it. Theſe- Great Afiſtan- 
ces, as the Conſideration of them mult needs 
mightily Excite every Serious Man to the Imi- 
tation of his Saviour, fo if - the Duty be nc- 
oleted they will render us utterly Inexcuſa- 
ble. | | | 


+. And Laſtly, We ſhou'd be Induc'd to fol 
low this Example by .the Glorious Rewards 
which are conſequent to it- 
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What theſe Rewards are may in ſome mea- 
ſure appear to us by conſidering what it is to dye 
the Death of the Righteous, and to have our lat- 
ter End like his. When a Good Man who has 
follow'd the Example of his Saviour, and per- 
ſever'd in a Religious Courſe - on his Death-bed 
comes to look back upon his former Lite, he 
finds that the Refleftions of his Conſcience con- 
ſpire with the Spirit of God to tell him, That he 
has fought the good Fight, and to affure him that 
his Departure hence ſhall be with joy, and he 
is going to his Triumph. He fits as it were up- 
. on the Mountain's top, and Views the Vale of 
Miſery below, and all thoſe Dangers and Trou- 
bles with which he has: incounterd and happily 
overcome; and looking upward he ſces a Profoet 
of endleſs Joys, and Himſelf prepard to take 
Poſſeſhon of 'em. But what thoſe Joys are we 
muſt confeſs they are above what we can either. 
fancy or conceive. They are ſuch as our Fa- 
culties are not proportion'd to comprehend, they 
are beyond our Thoughts and above our Appre- 
henfions. They. are ſuch that none can conceive 
any Idea of 'em but thoſe who enjoy 'em, 
and none can Deſcribe but an Angel or a 
Cherubim ; for either eye hath ſeem, mor ear 
heard, neither hath it ' entred into- the heart of 
man to conceive what God hath prepared for thoſe 
that love him. All that is counted Glorious 
' and Happy here are but Shadows, and ſerve 
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to give our weak Capacities ſome imperfect 
Ideas of thoſe Immenſe and Imcomprehenſible 
Felicities which expect Good Men in another 
World ; and the Brightneſs of the Sun it ſelf 
is but a Shade to ſet off the Luſtre of a Glo- 
rified' Satnt. All that we can underſtand is, 
That there ſhall be nothing wanting that can 
ſatisftie an Intelligent Being; or gratifie a Ra- 
tional Appetite. What then tho' we under- 
go ſome Difficulties and' Hardſhips in fol- 
lowing the Footfteps of our Saviour ? The ſuf- 
ferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the Glory which ſhall be revealed in 
ws, and theſe light AﬀiiGFions that are but for a 
moment ſhall work out for ws" a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of Glory, What Rational 
Man when he conſiders that God wall” ſo 0- 
ver-recompence his weak Performances, that .tor 
a ſhort Life ſpent in Goodneſs and ' Obedi- 
Ence to the Will of God, Nay, and” which 
is often mix'd -with -Sins and fſullied with In- 
firmities, God ſhou'd Reward 'him ' with Infinite 
and Eternal Happineſs; I fay, what Rational 
Man can fſerioufly confider this and .not cry out + 
with St. Paul, O the depth of the riches both of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God ; how unſearch- 
able are his ways and his works paſt finding out £ 
and not expreſs his Reſentments of ſo much un- - 
deſerved Love in the Language of the fame in- 
ſpired Penman, What ſhall ſeparate us from the 
| of Chriſt 2 Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or per- - 


ſecution, 
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ſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or 


ſword ? 


So that now we ſee there is nothing want- 
ing to Excite and Encourage us in a Courſe of 
Religion, which can poflibly influence the 
Aftions. of a Rational and Intelligent Being ; 
and whenever we act contrary to the Example 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, we ſeem to abandon 
Common Senſe, and a& below the Dignity of 
Rational Creatures. Let as then lay afide every 
weight and the ſin that ſo eaſily beſets ns, and let 
us run with patience the race that is ſet before 
us 3 looking unto Jeſus the Author and finiſher 
of our Faith, who for the Joy that was ſect before 

1m, endur d the roſe deſpiſeng the ſhame, and is ſet 
down at the right hand of the Throne of God. 


Which that we may all do, God of his Infinite Mer- 
cy grant for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ie. 
_ whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all 


Honour, Glory and Power, now and for ever, 
Amen. 
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